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A G.A.T.E.WAYS JOURNEYS PROGRAM 
 

               for gifted Year 3 and 4 children 
 

 with a love of ancient history & language 
 

 ‘Nakht, Scribe School and the  
Mystery of the Tomb Raiders’ 

                                                                                                                          
G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent organisation offering challenging and enriching activities and experiences to 
develop and extend highly able children. This JOURNEY for both girls and boys will run over four sessions.  
 

Nakht is super-excited – his dream has been realised and he is off to scribe school! It is super hard to get an offer 
from the Memphis School for Egyptian Scribes and he is feeling so honoured to have been chosen. His father, 
who is also a scribe, is incredibly proud of his son too. But the adventure ahead of Nakht is going to be greater 
than he expected.  Soon he will be catapulted into a real-life crime story as he attempts to get to the bottom of 
who is robbing tombs in Saqqara – City of the Dead. Join Nakht on his adventure as he masters the art of reading 
and writing hieroglyphs, solves practical maths problems on field trips to farms and workshops, unravels the 
mysteries of magical hieroglyphs and hopefully identifies the criminal mastermind. Come join Nakht and be 
immersed in the wonderful world of Egyptian ethos and hieroglyphic happenings!  
  
Session one:  Welcome to Scribe School and the Unfolding of a Mystery!  
Nakht is thrilled to finally be starting his formal education at the Memphis School for Egyptian Scribes.  However, 
before his studies commence, his father has offered to take him and his sister to visit Saqqara, a vast ancient 
burial ground and home to a world-famous stepped pyramid. As if this wasn’t exciting enough, the excursion 
takes an unexpected turn when Nakht and his sister are caught in a storm and have to take shelter in one of the 
tombs.  Much to their amazement, they secretly witness a robbery in progress and gain a glimpse of one of the 
thieves’ hands. It has only three fingers and a very distinctive ring. Nakht resolves to delve further into the 
mystery and hopes that scribe school will help him decode the signs on the thief’s ring.  
Back in Memphis, Nakht takes his seat for the first day of school. As he settles in, he feels privileged to be exposed 
to a whole new world of knowledge which is limited only to people like him! He learns about the important role 
played by scribes in Egyptian society, discovers the timeline of hieroglyphic writing, the purpose of hieroglyphs 
in ancient Egyptian society, and gains an introduction to the famous Book of the Dead and Rosetta Stone. He may 
not know enough yet to discover the significance of the symbols on the mysterious ring, but he is sure that he is 
edging a little bit closer. 
 
Session two: The ‘Words of the Gods’ 
Nakht’s sister has come up with a brilliant way to find out who the tomb raiders are!! What if they could prepare 
a question for the god Ptah, the guardian god of Memphis, which might help them track down the culprit? 
Fortunately for Nahkt, he knows the priest at the temple dedicated to Ptah and feels confident that he will be 
happy to pass on the question. Only they can’t think of a way of posing a question that would result in the 
required yes or no answer.  What will they ask?  
Today, Nakht will acquire the knowledge of hieroglyphs (or ‘words of the gods’) that will allow him to frame and 
write this important question. Join Nakht and his classmates as they explore the different types of hieroglyphs, 
learn how to construct words, decipher hieroglyphic clues, determine the correct direction for reading and 
writing hieroglyphs… and finally, to pass the question on to the priest. But will Ptah answer? 
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Session three:  Count Like an Egyptian 
Today Nakht’s mother and sister are very busy as they prepare a great feast for an esteemed guest, the controller 
of granaries, who will dine with Nakht’s family this evening. Meanwhile Nakht has a busy day ahead. He and his 
classmates venture out into the sunshine to find out how working scribes use the Egyptian number system to 
measure farmer’s fields, calculate harvests and determine the quantity of materials needed to construct buildings 
and monuments. Along the way they will learn how to read and write Egyptian numbers, use their bodies as a 
measuring tool, explore the purpose of a Nilometer and do some sums using Egyptian arithmetic. By nightfall the 
family gather around a groaning table filled with the most wonderful spread of delicacies. Little do they know 
that before the night is out, they will experience a major breakthrough in our mystery!! 
 
Session four: Magical Hieroglyphs 
Since we last met, you will discover that Nakht has solved the mystery of the tomb robberies and that the thieves 
have been exposed. What success! He is the talk of the town and is to be honoured with a trip to Thebes, the 
ancient capital of Egypt, where he will receive a commendation from the King. Before he leaves for Thebes 
though, he has a full day at school. Today he must deliver and be assessed on an important individual 
presentation. His chosen topic is ‘Magic and the Hieroglyph’. Get ready to find out about some intriguing ways in 
which Egyptian scribes used hieroglyphs to create magic, amulets and good luck charms. To finish our course at 
the Memphis School for Egyptian Scribes, Nakht’s teacher has prepared a special challenge for us to demonstrate 
our newly acquired knowledge … be sure to bring your creative thinking hats to this session!  Then congratulate 
Nahkt as we send him on his journey to meet with the king! 
 
Assessment and Reporting 
Assessment will be based on an evaluation of each student’s participation in the lesson activities. A self-
assessment will also be completed. At the end of the program a short, written report will be completed on each 
student and forwarded to parents. 
 
Requirements 
Please bring an exercise book (at least A5 size) and a well-stocked pencil case (grey lead pencils, pens, something 
to colour with, a ruler, scissors, eraser, sharpener, glue and calculator).  
 
Each week bring a nut-free snack, your hat and a drink bottle. All items should be clearly labelled with your name. 
Please also provide a stamped, self-addressed DL envelope and a labelled photograph to assist with generating 
and sending your report at the completion of the Journey. 
  
Homework 
Optional homework will be set for students who wish to practise new concepts between sessions. 
 
About the Presenter 
Marianne Schmidt loves exploring the mysteries of ancient history and is fascinated by the symbolism encoded 
in ancient myths, art and languages. She believes that understanding our past is a vital element in building a 
better and brighter future for the world. Holding degrees in science and management, and with a professional 
background in information technology, Marianne has the skills and experience to dispassionately examine the 
past whilst keeping her gaze fixed firmly on the future. Her experience with gifted children has led her to 
appreciate the importance of challenging and extending gifted young minds as they pursue their learning 
passions.  
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