
G.A.T.E.WAYS 
                                                                           

invites gifted & talented 
 

  Year 3 and 4 children 

 

with a love of writing, social justice & history 

  

           ‘REBEL YELL!’ 
 
G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent organisation offering challenging and enriching activities and experiences to 
develop and extend highly able children.  Established in 1994, G.A.T.E.WAYS runs a range of stimulating school 
programs as well as the Saturday Brainwaves Club. This JOURNEY for both girls and boys will run over four 
sessions. 
 
Do you love the idea of being a rebel-with-a-cause? Are you passionate about making change in our world? Join 
us on a Journey through history as we meet a host of fascinating people who have made a massive, lasting 
difference to the lives of many through their acts of rebellion! Each week we will look at a different way rebel 
figures have made a difference in our world through music, writing, the visual arts, science, or political activism. 
You'll write your way into the history books as you explore different genres of writing that have been used to help 
our rebels gain notoriety. Get ready to rock the world with your Rebel Yell! 
 
 
Week One: The Art of Rebellion 
 
Rules, rules, rules – sometimes it feels like our lives are full of them! Do all rules need to be obeyed, or can some 
be broken with the aim of improving the world around us? What makes someone a rebel with a cause instead of 
just a law-breaking crook? We begin our Journey by exploring the art of rebellion to answer these tricky 
questions. We’ll use case studies to examine the processes that many celebrities from the arts world have gone 
through in their transformation from artist to rebel with a mission. How would you make a case for your cause 
the way Frida Kahlo (pushing social boundaries that existed for women), Sophie Scholl (political and anti-war 
activist) and John Lennon (peace campaigner) did through their art? You’ll have a chance to choose a medium 
through which to express your ideas, then get ready to share and defend them! 
 
 

Week 2: Knowledge Is Power 
 
New scientific discoveries can be a real game changer. Ever-emerging knowledge can be accompanied by 
excitement, skepticism and fear. Or it can stimulate ethical questions about whether the good to come from a 
new discovery outweighs its potential dangers or misuse. Galileo’s ideas about the solar system led him into grave 
trouble with the Church and law. Marie Curie’s discovery of radium made her very sick and radium was then used 
to build a highly destructive weapon. There’s plenty of debate to be had around how we should pick up new ideas 
and what we should do with them. Is instinct more important that knowledge when your goal is change and 
rebellion? Is the act of learning an act of rebellion in itself? So, how does science contribute to rebellion? This 
week, we’ll take on the challenging task of understanding how science has changed and continues to change the 
world, looking at examples from some of the greatest (and most rebellious!) minds in history - Galileo Galilei, 
Albert Einstein, Ada Lovelace, Marie Curie, Hedy Lamarr and Katherine Johnson. And, of course, now and in the 
future, we need YOUR great mind too…if you had all the tools you needed at your fingertips, what would YOUR 
rebel story of discovery be? 
 
 
Week 3: Speak Up!  
 
What changes would you make if you were in charge, determined to make a difference in our world? Rebel 
activists, politicians and other leaders like Hillary Clinton, Martin Luther King and Cleopatra had their own 
platforms and mission statements about how they wanted to change the world for the better. If you were writing 
your own political campaign, what issues would be most pressing? How would you get us to listen to and act on  



 
your solution? Is the pen mightier than the sword? Is diplomacy or war the best course of action? This week is all 
about persistence and persuasion in politics. We’ll learn from political greats about how to think critically, utilise 
effective communication skills and adopt the best platform from which to get our ideas across to those who look 
to us for leadership to make the world a better place! 
 
 
Week 4: Can We Fix It? Yes, We Can! 
 
It’s time to make a stand! Our Rebel UN Taskforce meets today – this is our chance to break the rules and change 
the game. Poverty? Climate Change? Inequality? What should we tackle first? How do we prioritise which causes 
to get involved in and when? Come well prepared to defend your chosen platform and be ready to share your 
bravest ideas to make the changes you see are needed around us, drawing inspiration from the rebels we’ve met 
during our Journey. This Taskforce meeting is not for the faint-hearted; you’ll need your strongest arguments, 
best justifications and most critical and creative (and spontaneous!) thinking skills to convince our group of game 
changers to get involved and help you save the world! 
 
 
Requirements:  
 
Students should read Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls by Elena Favilli & Francesca Cavallo and/or Stories for Boys 
Who Dare to be Different by Ben Brooks prior to the start of the session. Please bring a copy of either/both books 
with you. 
 
For all sessions, students should come with a well-stocked pencil case – 2 grey lead pencils, a pen, a pencil 
sharpener, an eraser, coloured pencils, crayons or textas, a glue stick and a pair of scissors, a snack (no nuts). 
Please also include a small, labelled photograph of yourself to be used to generate your report at the end of the 
program.  
 
 
Homework Requirements 
 

Homework may be set between sessions. At the end of the program a short, written report will be completed on 
each student and forwarded home to parents. A copy should be made and forwarded to the school. 
 
 
 

About the presenter 
 

Kate Parker is a writer and content communicator with a passion for critical thinking and social justice. As an 
accredited ethics teacher, Kate has made it her mission to foster inquisitiveness and ethical thought in children, 
instilling in them the confidence to be the change they want to see. She has worked in several industries as an 
accountant, personal trainer, business owner and educator and is excited about encouraging young minds to 
think outside the box, and to question the status quo in an appropriate and effective manner. 
 


