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                              A  G.A.T.E.WAYS JOURNEY 
 

for gifted Year 1 and 2 children  
 

with a love of science and mathematics 
 

                                                       ‘The Adventures of Pirate Jesse 
                                                   and the Jolly Hispaniola’ 

 
 

 
 
 
G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent organisation offering challenging and enriching activities and experiences to develop 
and extend highly able children.  
 
The day was miserable: cold and wet. Jesse stood at the window, drawing faces in the water droplets which had 
condensed on the glass inside. His mother, seeing his sad, dejected face, suggested that he go and play in the attic, which 
was dark and delightfully mysterious; full of musty old relics from the past. “Great! Can James and Harriet come over?” 
After about an hour of rummaging through old boxes and trunks, Harriet cried out, “What’s this? A treasure map?” They 
all crowded around and stared at the crinkled paper that was torn and dusty with age. “I wish I were a pirate,” said 
Jesse, “Then I could go and find the treasure and we’d all be rich!” 
Suddenly there was a brilliant flash of light and there they were – Captain Jesse, the bravest pirate who had ever sailed 
the seven seas, Quartermaster Courageous James and First Mate Heroic Harriet, catching the breeze in their speedy 
sloop, the Jolly Hispaniola, as it cut through the waves at a clipping pace. 
 
This science and maths Journey for both girls and boys will run over four mornings. Join Captain Jesse and his crew on 
his streamlined sloop, The Jolly Hispaniola, as he navigates his way across the ‘seven seas’, occasionally encountering his 
enemy Cutthroat Kate, one of the fiercest pirates in the history of the world. Will you be able to keep the Jolly 
Hispaniola out of harm’s way and meet some exciting challenges along the way?   
 
Session 1: Ahoy There Me Hearties!! 
After two days battling a raging storm, our friends and the rest of the crew are thoroughly exhausted. Imagine our joy 
when we set eyes on the beautiful Booty Atoll in the distance. Making anchor at Mermaid Bay, we are amazed by its 
beauty. The blue skies and red sunsets are striking and after it rains, a rainbow fills the sky. At night, the sky is filled with 
light from thousands of fireflies. During this session, we will work with light and create our own sunsets and rainbows. 
We’ll discover why the Blue Lagoon is so blue. We will also learn more about different sources of light and how the 
fireflies in the island’s grottos get their glow. 
 
 
Session 2: Island Survival    
After a good night’s sleep, Captain Jesse returns to the ship, only to discover that it is letting in water after its hull has 
been damaged during the storm. Whilst the ship’s carpenter attempts to repair the damage, we discover that we have a 
problem. All the ship’s stores are ruined and there is nothing to eat or drink!! How will we survive on the island? Today 
we find some different fruits and decide to test the juices to find out which has the highest vitamin C content. We don’t 
want to get scurvy, after all! After searching the island, we find a stream of running water, but Harriet feels certain that 
it isn’t safe to drink. We’ll need to build a water purifier, and fast, before we die of thirst! 
 
 
Session 3: Kidnapped!! 
Something terrible has happened! We wake up to find that our friend, James, has gone missing. We search for him 
everywhere, but he is nowhere to be found. Could he have been kidnapped by Cutthroat Kate? Wait! It looks like the 
culprit has left footprints behind. And the footprints seem to have samples of a different soil. Could this be the clue we 
need to lead us to James? We immediately get to work taking measurements of the depth and length of the footprints. 
We collect and analyse the soil samples. Then we use our knowledge of time and distance to work out a possible search 
radius and we all set out to see who can bring James home to safety. 
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Session 4: How Are You Bearing Up?   
There is great excitement today. After surveying the island and looking for food and water, Captain Jesse realises that 
the treasure map that he has found, is actually a map of THIS VERY island! But the map is so old and faded that we 
cannot decipher it. Suddenly, Harriet notices that there are a series of written directions on the back of the map, using 
angles and distance. But they are all muddled up. Will we be able to put the instructions in the correct order and will we 
be able to follow the directions to the hidden treasure? Cutthroat Kate is lurking close by and has plans to kidnap all of 
us and feed us to the sharks. We need to work quickly so that we can escape and return home, hopefully with the 
treasure in our hands. 
 
 
 

Homework Requirements & Assessment 
 
Homework may be set after each session to give students extra time to explore the new concepts. At the end of the 
program a short, written report will be completed on each student and forwarded home to parents. A copy should be 
made and forwarded to the school.   
 
What to bring: Please bring a labelled, small photograph of yourself and a stamped, self-addressed DL envelope for your 
report; a snack (no nuts please), a hat, writing materials and a notebook.   
 
About the Presenter 
Debbie McKenna has a Bachelor of Science degree, majoring in Chemistry and Applied Chemistry, and a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education. She is passionate about instilling a love of science in children and strives to do this through fun, 
interactive activities that allow children to develop an understanding of scientific principles. Besides working as a high 
school science teacher, she has worked in various industries and loves to incorporate her experience into her 
workshops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


