
                                                                                                               A  G.A.T.E.WAYS JOURNEY 
 

for gifted Year 1 and 2 children  
 

with a love of science  
 

                                        ‘Calling All Super Sleuths!!’ 
 

G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent organisation offering challenging and enriching activities and experiences to 
develop and extend highly able children.  This JOURNEY for both girls and boys will run over four sessions.  
 
Calling all super sleuths and daring detectives! A serious crime wave has hit the town of Worrolong. Suzy and Sam 
from the Super Sleuth Detective Agency need YOUR help to solve some seriously puzzling cases. Join them as they 
gather evidence from the crime scenes, identify suspects and attempt to find out ‘whodunnit’. Along the way, you 
will learn all about, and then apply, forensic science techniques such as fingerprinting, chromatography and 
handwriting analysis. Have fun as we examine crucial clues such as hair, teeth marks, mysterious notes and 
footprints. Can you help our sleuths, Suzy and Sam, to outwit the cocky criminals who think they’ve got away with it 
and bring them to justice?  
 
Case 1: The Mystery of the Missing Masterpiece 
 
A world-famous painting lent to the Nova Art Gallery by the Metropolitan Museum of Modern Art in New York has 
been snatched! Luckily the theft was discovered on Sunday morning when the gallery was closed. The gallery owner 
has until 10am on Monday when the exhibition re-opens to get the painting back or “all hell will break loose”! The 
SSDA has been called in to solve the mystery. Fortunately, the criminal has left behind a handwritten note pinned to 
the wall in place of the painting. Super sleuth Suzy has also found a letter written in a very unusual code. Outside 
there are some well-preserved tyre prints, possibly made by the escape vehicle. Two suspects immediately come to 
mind and you will need to interview them about their whereabouts at the time of the robbery. Can you use all of 
your crime-busting skills to pinpoint the culprit? 
 
Case 2: The Mystery of the Stolen Prize-winning Cake 
 
It was a beautiful sunny day at the Worrolong Show. Sam Sleuth was enjoying a pleasant ride on the ferris wheel, 
when his daydreams were disturbed by a commotion below. He recognised the voice of Mrs Sprinkles shouting, 
“thief, thief!” Shortly afterwards, he discovered that someone had stolen the winning chocolate cake along with the 
First Place rosette from the annual M.C.R (My Cake Rules) competition. Not only that, but the cheeky villain had 
taken a bite out of the runner-up cake as well! Luckily for Sam, the criminal had made a quick getaway and had 
inadvertently dropped his cap on the ground. Because there had been some light rain overnight and the ground was 
damp, some very clear footprints had been left behind as well. It is your task today to carefully gather all the crime-
scene evidence - without contaminating it - and analyse it in our forensics laboratory. Can you catch the crafty cake 
criminal? 
 
Case 3: The Mystery of the Stolen Diamonds 
 
It seems that a crime wave really HAS hit the usually sleepy town of Worrolong. A jogger who was on an early 
morning run along the main street with her dog, had noticed that the door to Jazzy Jewellers was wide open and had 
raised the alarm. A case of precious diamonds has been stolen from a display case!! All up, the haul is worth over 
$5,000,000! Suzy Sleuth has been assigned the case. Fortunately for us, the criminals haven’t been very careful - 
they have left lots of fingerprints. Unfortunately, so has everyone else! Your mission is to dust for and analyse the 
fingerprints and figure out who snatched the ‘sparklers’.   
 
Case 4: The Mystery of the Poisoned Food 
 
There has been an outbreak of food poisoning at the Fresh Fish Cafe. Foul play is suspected. Sleuths Suzy and Sam 
have discovered that several of the café’s employees are disgruntled and have possible motives for wanting to harm 
the owner’s reputation. Some customers have also responded to a callout for information from the public. At least 
one likely suspect has been observed appearing to contaminate some dishes. As they collate all the information, 



Suzy and Sam discover that there is a lot of conflicting evidence. Today we will examine the transcripts of interviews 
and other important documents, including one that looks as though it has been forged. We’ll see whether the 
identikits devised by the witnesses are helpful or not. Identification of the the bacteria that has caused the 
poisoning will be a priority ….. there is definitely something fishy going on at the Fresh Fish café but once again, 
‘whodunnit’? 
 
Homework: There may be optional homework between sessions. 
 
What to bring: 
 
A well-stocked pencil case and a large notebook for recording your forensic science findings; a hat; a snack (nut-
free); a small photo of yourself and a stamped, self-addressed DL envelope for your report. 
 
About the presenter: 
 
Tracy Forbes is a passionate teacher with a degree in Primary Education and a Certificate in Gifted Education. She 
enjoys creating and presenting G.A.T.E.WAYS programs across all curricular areas with the key aim of engaging 
children in exciting, hand-on, educational experiences. She encourages children to ask questions and to figure out 
solutions by being active and investigative learners. 
 
 


