
 
 

 A G.A.T.E.WAYS JOURNEYS PROGRAM 
  

for Year 1 and 2 children 
   
                                                                                                       with a love of animals and science 

 

           ‘Marvellous Migration’ 
 

 

 

 

 

G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent organisation offering challenging and enriching activities and experiences to develop 
and extend highly able children. This JOURNEY will run over four sessions  
 

Have you ever thought about travelling 5,000 miles from home, only to travel back again six months later? 
Believe it or not, thousands, if not millions of animals do this every year, over continents and oceans.  Some 
alone, some in groups of millions, some on land, some in the air and some through the water.  Some head 
east, some head west, some head north and yes some head south.  Why are these animals on the move, 
and equally important, how do they know which direction to travel? Pack your passport, compass and 
overnight bag as you embark on an exploratory Journey to investigate the many mysteries of these 
Marvellous Migrations! You’ll meet Mateo the Monarch, Toby the turtle, Zali the Zebra and lots of their 
friends to explore how this is possible!  
 
Session One:  Home and Away 
 

Why do we make the journeys that we make? What do we encounter on the way? Are there any risks that 
we take and do we always end up in the same place? We begin this Journey looking at all sorts of different 
journeys. Did you realise that you had so much in common with a Siberian shorebird? Or a white-bearded 
wildebeest? We will look at a variety of different creatures, great and small, and see where they go, what 
they do when they get there and how and when they decide to come back. You will be introduced to a whole 
new method of mapping as we compare the migratory pathways of animals and the ‘signposts’ that they 
encounter along the way. 

 
Session Two:  Up, Up and AWAY!  
 

Ever wished you could fly to the other side of the world? This session will look at migration by air. No, I don’t 
mean on an aeroplane, I mean the winged kind! Mateo the monarch butterfly will be our guide, a butterfly 
that travels the equivalent distance of Melbourne to Brisbane, and seeks out a single special tree - without 
a map!  We will also meet Harriet the hummingbird, who travels alone and hitches a ride on the back of a 
flock of geese and Archie the Arctic tern, who flies from the Arctic to the Antarctic each year. These 
marvellous migratory animals will help us understand how to calculate distance and time travelled. We will 
investigate the biology of animals which enables them such a successful feat. All this information will 
culminate is a fascinating graphing task for us to analyse. 
 
Session Three:  Splash! Water Wanderings 
 

Frolicking, breaching and squirting! Aren’t our local whales amazing?! In this session we will look at the 
ocean animals and investigate where they go and why. Humphrey the humpback whale, Gracie the grey 
whale and Sasha the southern right whale are our friends today, along with Toby the turtle and Suzi the 
salmon. Humphrey can travel 16, 000 miles during these trips and does not even need to eat! Hungry work 



for sure! As a team of scientists, we will construct an attribute chart and plot a migration chart to visually 
represent the stages each water route takes our friends. It’ll be exciting playing our board game of migration 
as we examine the life of Suzi and her enormous journey where nothing but death will stop her migrating 
upstream. Watch out for the bears Suzi, they are coming for you!  

 
Session Four:  Seasonal Safari  
 

Help! Zali the Zebra is missing! Somehow she has not reached her final destination on her planned land 
migration….  
Join us as we use the lines of longitude and latitude to identify the exact location of Zali. She has to make 
Africa’s longest land mammal migration, more than 300 miles! We will use our migration know-how to figure 
out where Zali could possibly be. Could she have encountered bad weather or predators? We had better 
find her fast! On our search we will encounter a herd numbering more than a million animals, moving in 
long columns that stretch for thousands of miles. In the East African countries of Kenya and Tanzania this 
awesome spectacle can be observed every year as white-bearded wildebeest travel to new pastures. It is 
the single largest movement of wildlife on the planet. Our final session will closely examine this 
phenomenon and explore the impact such migration has on animals and their environment. Also, what are 
the things that can go wrong in migration? We will examine Zali the zebra and Casey the caribou and their 
friends to deconstruct the journeys they make. Join us to find out more about these beautiful and amazing 
creatures.  
 
Assessment and Reporting: 
Assessment will be based on an evaluation of each student’s participation in the lesson activities. A self-assessment 
will also be completed. At the end of the program a short, written report will be completed on each student and 
mailed to parents. 
 
Requirements:   
Please bring an A4 notebook and a well-stocked pencil case each week. A snack will also be needed each week (no nut 
products please). Also bring a stamped, self-addressed DL envelope (for the report) and a small photograph of yourself 
to the first session. 
 
About the presenter: 
Hilary Hay is an experienced primary school teacher from Scotland who has been working in the field of education for 
the past eleven years.  Hilary has a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacology and a Postgraduate Diploma in Primary 
Education.  In addition to working as a G.A.T.E.WAYS presenter, Hilary also works as an environmental educator for 
Northern Beaches Council. Hilary has a passion for delivering excellence and engaging learning experiences for 
students out with the confines of the normal school walls.  
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