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0 continuing our
conversations about writing from different
perspectives. For instance, we considered how
our writing would change if we were to write
from the reader’s perspective, or from the point
of view of the writer, the publisher, or even the
bookshop owner. We also considered how
they might feel about the change from the
traditional to an eBook format. Apprentices will
share their works at our last session as we

# 0 % O
0999

draw to a close on this very interesting and
topical program.
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0 This was by far the most productive and exciting
. /6 % 0 session we’'ve had due largely to the outstanding
0O 0JO 0 = effort that all CyberKids have put towards their
=< 2 -0 animations! It was fantastic to see the combination
.96 > : 0 = of each student’s creativity with their technoladic

9 skills, and I'm convinced we all left this session
gaining even more new ways of working with
media - me included!
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During this session the CyberKids were working
with, and editing, their animations together using
Windows Movie Maker software. Some students

even got the chance to use their knowledge of
Audacity to begin recording sound and voice effects

for their final film. New skills and short cuts veer

discovered - thank you to Harry and Jared for

figuring out how to change the duration length for
each slide! Nice job!!

And now for the exciting part - our CyberKids’
FILM PREMIER session! Come along and see for

yourselves the impressive efforts and standards of

work reached by all our CyberKids. Starting at
3.15pm in the upstairs computer lab, we will

showcase each of the student’s cartoon animations,
and you will be given the chance to speak with our

film makers and ask them about the different skills
they have learnt and extended during their tima as
CYBERKID this semester!! Family and friends are

all welcome to come along! We really hope to see

you there!

Sue Inness
Team Robots Follow the Line

This quest certainly challenged the members of the
robotics team. Only 6 members earned the $300
bonus dollars and moved onto the light show
activity. Well done to those Einsteins for
perseverance and logic!

The quest was to program the robot to follow along
the edge of a black taped line until the robot

reached the silver tape at the end, at which point
the robot should have played some music.

The students’ robots used a simple line reading
technique for this activity. Each robot’s light sen
read the edge of the black taped line on a white
background. This was achieved because of the
difference between one colour and the contrasting
colour would activate a ‘switch’ block (or fork).
When the light sensor registers a high reading (due
to a light colour), the robot turns towards thekdar
line. If the light sensor registers a low readijdge

to a dark colour), it turns towards the light coted
line. This is a ‘wiggle” line following technique,
where the students programmed two basic
movements in response to a light or dark colour
value, initiating either a left pivot turn , oright
pivot turn. By default, the robot will move forward
by controlling opposite wheels alternately.

The success of this quest relied almost entirely on
the robot being able to take correct light readings
for the 3 colours — black, white and silver- anelrth
selecting and using the correct light values as the
thresholds in the program. This task required
accuracy and logic in selecting a value. If the€li
following’ process didn’t work, then students had t
‘tweak’ their readings until the program worked.

Robot Left Pivot

Robot Right Pivot
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Last places in the 2010
Firbank Festivals of Workshops
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