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seasons and brainstormed words associated with
each one. This extended the children beyond the
) * + obvious hot and cold adjectives. After some
7 & .90+ prompting we began to really explore what each
season is all about, including the food we eat, the
activities we do, and the clothes we wear.
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Using a mind map as inspiration, we then formed
9 8 * + . small groups to create frozen tableaux expressing
& & *. . & the highlights of each season. The work the
x &t 7 * children organised was brilliant. They confidently
showed each other the fruits of their labour. dsw
a pleasure to watch, as | teamed each season’s
o s & & v presentation with its specific Vivaldi Concerto.
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' . The real brilliance came when these very creative
children were given my box of percussion
instruments. After much clanging and banging we
were ready to compose. Once again using the

seasons as inspiration the children were asked to
B B995 (5 (/5 (B think of the elements of each season and how they
would translate that into sound. They were asked t

purposely choose the instruments to create their
soundscape. | loved listening to the conversations

that was erupting all around the room. “Don’t just
choose that because you like the sound of it...think

$ about the sounds in winter!”
% & ' (

Vivaldi’s Spring Concerto would have to be one of

my most favourite pieces of music. It uplifts me!

So when | plan to expose a group of young ears to j

the melody one could say | am always in high

spirits and a little self-indulgent. "

We began the class with a few warm up games and ’ﬂh

then headed straight into class discussion. | was
determined to finish on time just once this senréste L

The children created wonderful soundscapes. They
were reflective of the qualities of each seasan. |
was pleasure to listen to their work.

The focus for our time together today was of course
Vivaldi’'s Four Seasons. We talked about the



We came back after the break ready to focus on
Vivaldi’'s Four Seasons. With their rich
understanding of the lateral interpretation of the
seasons, it was easy to have them listen to themus
and appreciate it. We explored such concepts as
timbre, tone, tempo, duration, pitch and dynamics
in relation to the music.

The children reflected on the music as it played by
using their senses. On a sheet of paper the ehildr
were asked to think about what they tasted, smelt,
heard, saw and touched in each season. They wrote
reflectively while the music played.

There was still one more task to complete, and that
was to help a little lost creature find his way feom
Bobbie was stuck in winter and he had to find his
way back to summer. He could go forward or back.
The children could give him directions in any form.
Some chose a pictorial format with written
descriptions. Others chose to write in point form,
while others went on to write a narrative.

| was still determined to finish on time today. €Th
children were well and truly engrossed in the
writing activity as parents began to file in. hgaa
few last minute warnings to encourage children to
finish their writing. All my efforts were ignored.
They continued to write, oblivious to the finishing
moments of the class. In the end | gave up and
pointed out to parents waiting.... “This is what
happens every class....l just can’t stop them from
writing!” Ahhhh to be inspired.

In closing, thank you for allowing me the wonderful
opportunity to work with your children. They are
all amazing!

Tremaine Pavlovski

)* *$

The day of the DinoMite Athletes Games arrived

and all the DinoMites were very excited. What

would they enter? Who would win? Had they

prepared well enough? Only the participation of the
contestants would reveal the answers.

The final list of events had been formulated. From
over 40 events we had reduced it down to only eight
events.

Events list:

How many times can you do a cartwheel in one
minute.

Who can kick a football the ‘furtherest’.

Who can make the silliest face.

How many times can you spell a word backwards in
one minute.

Who can hold their breath the longest.

Who can whistle the longest without taking a
breath.

Who can pick up a lego block the most times in one
minute.

Who can push a cookie crumb across the room the
fastest.

The DinoMites had to decide which events they had
best prepared for and make a prediction whether
they would win or not.

The most hotly contested events were who could
kick a football the longest distance, and who could
push a cookie crumb across the room the fastest.
There were however some distinct challenges built
in, as the football had to be kicked backwards and
the cookie crumb had to be pushed with a
toothpick! The funniest event was the lego block
lifting. The DinoMites were incredibly surprised at
how tired they were with this event.

We learned a lot about repetitive action and the
effort required to complete the same action over an
over. Another challenge was deciding on the order
of the events and how weather could impact not
only on the scheduling but also on the results
gained by the contestants. The discussion on
scoring was quite a heated one. Many children
decided to enter more events once it was decided
that for entering you were awarded points as well a
for your ability to succeed. Participation was
emphasised and a lot of enjoyment gained by the
encouragement of each other particularly while
holding their breath.

The DinoMites learned a lot from each other and
recognised that some of their leisure pursuits
enabled them to perform better than they thought.



Who would have guessed
that playing a musical instrument would enable an
unpredicted winner in the whistling competition.
Congratulations to all the fabulous DinoMites and
their amazing achievements over the past two
months. They have surprised themselves with their

ability to put their own knowledge to good use.

Who could think of a better way to conclude our
Insecta Inspecta unit than with a holiday?
Unfortunately due to logistical reasons SciSpies
were unable to travel but the children were given a
challenge to create a travel brochure that wilioent
a particular arthropod to come for a visit.

The students were able to select any arthropod or t
create their own. Students must then think of
creating their own imaginary land that would be
best suited to their arthropod. Were the SciSpies
looking to please an herbivore, carnivore, or
omnivore? What types of housing arrangements
(sheltered areas) would be available to the insect?
How would these insects’ basic needs of food,
water, shelter, and air be met? All of these
guestions should be fully answered in the students'’
travel brochure for the imaginary land.

| would like to share some of their amazing creativ
responses.

Noah created the “Best Place Ever” for the
‘Hevybug’ which had super strength. This
environment would house the Hevybug in Cherry
trees where their favourite food could be on tap.
Hevybugs could book this online at
www.BPE.com.usa

Harry created Enviro Insecto Island

Resort

which was an entire island dedicated to the neéds o
the Splaterpillar Beetle. You fly Bubble Track
airlines to get there. Once there, Splaterpillar
beetles could sink their fangs into mozzie cocktail
There were even acid pools for the adults.
Samuel created Holiday Hives catering for all the
honeybees in the world. There were 10 hives in the
middle of a flower garden. Fly races, fly ball aand
honey pool were just some of the great activities.
There’s always a real buzz at this resort!

Alan created Rubbish Rumble a place catering for
all the Stinkadila Beetles. Here there were two
main resorts, the West and the Main resort. Each
was in the shape of a giant rubbish bin. On the
menu were rotten carrots and rotten omelette. Yum!
Luke created the Soft Silk Spider Resort catering
for all web making spiders. “We will make your
dreams come true.” said the travel spin. On the
menu were Bug Ravioli and Bug Sundae. Always
popular!

Shirahn created Volcano Island for all the Green
Back Vampire
Spiders. The
volcanoes are
heated at a
maximum
temperature of 900,
000 degrees. The
spiders are able to
dig in the lava and
eat all the lava they
want. They could



also participate in lava races, if they had therdes cold on those occasional chilly days, and kept thysy

to hot foot it. working industriously on their variou_s projects amjoyed
Max created the Cocoon Nursing Home. “Doyou  poch O company. Specal mentor 1 owen e
need a holiday or are you just bored? The Cocoon

Nursing Home is not any run of the mill nursing
home. Your own nurses are provided and eggs are
free.” The perfect place for a peaceful, undistdrbe
getaway.

Joshua created the Teleport Bug-O Star-Resorto to
cater for the Incredibug. There are 5 star gourmet
buffets and Olympic size swimming pools.
Everything to get your antennae twitching!

Damien created the Five Star ‘Tree Resort’ for all
the ‘Gucks’. On the menu is any soggy fruit you
desire. Proboscis straws provided. They even have
their own private spa and gym.

| would like to thank all the imaginative insect
expert students who participated in this unit, as w
had such great fun.
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Leonardos are now the proud owners of some colbwifid (
chimes which are sure to bring harmonious sounds to
their homes as they swing gently in the eveningbee
These projects were the final creations for theesten and 0 $. <0

showed just how far the students’ skills have peeged.
Students worked with timber, acrylic, and anodigegl to
create these wonderful little models. | was pledeeske there
was a great deal of assistance amongst the stuaients
rushed to have them completed by the deadlinecofléck.
The care and detail shown by everyone to make thiask
chimes look appealing by adding colour and shapkeo
materials, is a credit to all.

Gavin worked particularly well to get his finishednsidering
he lost a little bit of time arriving. Emma also nkked at a
rapid pace to tie up all her chimes herself andthddcrylic
sail to her knocker independently. Evegeni shoeldh&ppy
with his results. He worked manically, but effeetiy; to
smooth all the chimes before hanging them fromtapewith
fishing line.

Overall | was very pleased to work with this enfaasc
group of students who never complained about begthia
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